
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Information for parents 

– 
 

Care and choises after the loss of your child 
 

Losing your child is a very overwhelming and upsetting experience. You will have a lot to deal 

with over the coming period. Perhaps you may have questions to which you don't know the 

answer. One of these questions might be about transport, whether that's to your home or to a 

funeral parlour. You may also have questions about the funeral and how to register the death. 

The purpose of this brochure is to respectfully inform you about the different options you have. 

Registration formalities  
You will need to register the birth in the municipality where your child was born, instead of the 

municipality where you live. If your child was born alive but taken to a different municipality for 

medical care before passing away there, you will need to register the death in the municipality 

where your child passed away. 

 

You can deal with the registration formalities yourself of ask your funeral director to do so for 

you. Any other person present at the birth can also deal with the registration formalities. 

Registration is free of charge. It is important that you make an appointment with the municipal 

authority quickly, as registration must be completed within three days after your child was 

born. You can contact the municipal authority using telephone number 14 023. 

 

Please note that lots of municipal authorities have a single counter to register both births and 

deaths. This may cause unpleasant feelings, as you may encounter parents who are 

registering a happy life event. 
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Death register and Personal Records Database 

A birth certificate will be issued for every child who was born alive, regardless of the term of 

the pregnancy. These children will be entered in the Personal Records Database 

(Basisregistratie Personen).  

 

If your child was born alive but passed away before their birth was registered, two certificates 

will be drawn up at the same time: a birth certificate and a death certificate. Your child will then 

be entered in the Personal Records Database and the death register. Some municipal officials 

may not be aware of this legal requirement.  

If your child was stillborn, you will not receive a normal birth certificate, but a stillbirth 

certificate instead. This certificate is an official document. Your child will only be entered in the 

death register, and not in the Personal Records Database. If you wish, you can have your 

child’s details entered in the Personal Records Database. You can do so during an 

appointment with the municipal authority, or online via the website of the municipal authority. 

If you choose to do so, your child’s name will be shown in your family records when you log on 

to mijnoverheid.nl, for example. 

Obligatory burial or cremation 
The Dutch Burial Act contains different rules for the burial or cremation of a child depending 

on whether the pregnancy lasted shorter or longer than 24 weeks. We'll explain the 

differences below. 

1. Death following less than 24 weeks of pregnancy 
If your child was born alive or stillborn following less than 24 weeks of pregnancy, the Dutch 

Burial Act does not apply, unless your child was born alive and lived for longer than 24 hours. 

In that case, a burial or cremation must take place according to the law. 

Who should arrange the funeral? 

You have three options here. Choose the one that suits you best. 

1. You can ask a funeral director to arrange the funeral. 

2. You can arrange the funeral yourself. 

3. You can opt to have your child cremated via Spaarne Gasthuis.  

Burial or cremation 

You can have your child buried at an official cemetery, or you can have him or her cremated. 

The municipal authority will give you permission to do so once you have presented them with 

a certificate from the doctor. This certificate must state that your child was stillborn, or that he 

or she was born following a 24-week pregnancy and passed away within 24 hours. 

After cremation 

After cremation, the crematorium will keep the ashes for at least one month. Once this period 

has passed, you can collect the ashes. 

What happens when Spaarne Gasthuis arranges cremation? 

Your child will be cremated together with other premature babies who have passed away. Our 

staff will deal with the cremation process. If you wish, we can let you know once your child has 

been cremated.  

Four weeks after cremation, all ashes will be scattered on the Sterretjesveld in the Akendam 

cemetery in Haarlem. This field has a memorial tree with colourful leaves engraved with the 

https://haarlem.nl/levenloos-geboren-kind-registreren
https://mijn.overheid.nl/?r=1
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names of children who have passed away. Parents and loved ones can remember their child 

and find comfort here. If you would like to add a leaf to the tree with your child’s name, please 

contact the crematorium using telephone number +31 (0)88 927 2360. More information can 

be found in our brochure about Sterretjesveld.  

Can I bury my child at home? 

You can bury your child in your own garden if the owner of the property has given their 

permission for you to do so. It might be a good idea to think about what would happen if you 

were to move home in the future, or if your home and land are sold. 

2. Death after 24 weeks of pregnancy 
If your child passed away following a pregnancy that lasted 24 weeks or longer, the Dutch 

Burial Act applies. This means your child must be buried or cremated.  

Death certificate 

 A doctor will confirm the death and fill in an official death certificate ('A' certificate). This 

certificate will state that your child was stillborn, or the time of his/her birth and passing. 

You need this certificate to register the death with the municipal authority and obtain 

permission for burial or cremation. More information can be found in the section on 

registering the death. 

 The doctor will also fill in a 'B' certificate (which is anonymous), stating the cause of death.  

You'll need to submit both certificates to the municipal authority. 

Arranging the funeral 

You can choose to arrange the funeral yourself, or have a funeral director do so. 

When can your child be buried or cremated? 

Your child can only be buried or cremated 36 hours after their death, and they must be buried 

or cremated within six working days. Weekends and public holidays do not count as working 

days. 

Postponing or bringing forward the funeral 

It may be possible that you are physically incapable of attending the funeral. In this case, you 

can apply to the mayor of the municipality in which your child passed away for the funeral to 

be postponed. Other possible reasons for postponement include family members needing to 

travel a long way from abroad, or religious considerations. 

 

If you would like to have your child buried or cremated sooner, you need permission to do so 

from the public prosecutor and the mayor of the municipality in which your child passed away. 

A doctor also needs to issue a certificate stating they have no objection. You'll need to submit 

this certificate to the municipal authority when you register the death. 

 

Make sure you or your funeral director notify the authorities in good time. The municipal 

authority will usually charge a fee for postponing a funeral. 

After cremation 

After cremation, the crematorium will keep your child's ashes for at least one month. Once this 

period has passed, you can collect the ashes. 

https://www.spaarnegasthuis.nl/api/v1/patient-folders/download?title=Sterretjesveld&number=dsg-100&fileId=4b352f43-dd41-40ac-b1c6-54db7a66101f&openAsPdf=true
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Transport 
Deceased persons must be transported in an 'appropriate' manner, according to the law. In 

most cases, a funeral director will transport the deceased person, but as parents, you are 

allowed to transport your deceased child yourself by car. You can do so in any way that feels 

right to you: in a car seat, for example, or in a cot, a basket or in your arms.  

 

You do not need a death certificate to be allowed to transport your child. If your child 

unexpectedly passes away or is stillborn at home, you are allowed to transport him or her to 

the hospital yourself.  

 

If your child has passed away or was stillborn at Spaarne Gasthuis, the doctor will give you a 

certificate. This will state the date and time of death, the term of your pregnancy and the fact 

you will be handling transport yourself. Having this certificate will put your mind at ease if 

anyone asks any questions while you are transporting your child. 

Burial or cremation abroad 
If you prefer to have your child buried or cremated outside of the Netherlands, there are 

several things you will need to take into account. 

Burial abroad 

You will always need to hire a funeral director in the destination country, regardless of the 

term of your pregnancy. Every country has its own rules and customs. Some countries do not 

allow cremation, for example, or elsewhere, it may be customary for the body to be 

embalmed. Please remember to take the following documents with you: 

 The death certificate. 

 A medical statement to prove your child did not die of an infectious disease. Your doctor 

will be able to issue this for you. 

 A laissez-passer: a type of travel document. You can request this from the municipality in 

which your child passed away. 

 A document from the consulate of the country in which the burial is to take place. 

If you wish to take your child on a plane, you will need to contact the airline first.  

 

Assistance from an international funeral director 

If you wish to transport your child abroad, it is best to hire an international funeral director. 

They know exactly which documents you will need and can help you with any religious 

customs. Options include: 

 IRU van der Heden: +31 (0)35 6217862 

 Post Mortem Repatriation: +31 (0)85 0497049 

 Vakif Islamic funeral directors: +31 (0)70 7830040 

Taking your child's ashes abroad 

If you wish to take your child's ashes abroad, you will also need to take his or her death 

certificate (in English), cremation certificate, the medical statement and the laissez-passer.  

If you take the ashes by car (after the statutory storage period of one month), there are no 

other conditions you need to meet. If you take the ashes by plane, the airline may set 

additional requirements. Make sure you contact the embassy of your destination country to 

check the local rules. 
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